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Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the 
law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit 
as God’s presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, 
bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us that though we each have different 
capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy 
Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the 
breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world. 

GATHERING MUSIC 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life.  Let us give 
thanks for the gift of baptism. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and 
planted us in a well-watered garden.  In the desert you promised pools of water for the 
parched, and you gave us water from the rock.  When we did not know the way, you sent 
the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.  At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ 
wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.  We praise you 
for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere.  
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.  Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only 
you can give.  To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your 
Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all 
things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
READINGS 
Acts 2:1-21                                 1 Corinthians 12:3-13                              John 20:19-23 
SERMON 
HYMN                                       “O Day Full of Grace”                                             insert 

 
CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
PEACE 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of them 
an abundance, just as you do with our lives.  Feed us again at your table for service in 
your name, in the strength of the risen Christ.  Amen. 
PRAYERS                                                                                                                   insert 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
BLESSING 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with 
hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy 
Spirit, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 
DISMISSAL 
God is here! 
Spread the word! 
Go in peace.  Share the good news—safely! 
Thanks be to God. 
SENDING MUSIC 



PRAYERS FOR SUNDAY 31 MAY 2020 
 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in 
all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 
We call on your spirit of unity, giving thanks for our different vocations. Activate and 
utilize the diverse gifts present in your church, that they reveal your love for all. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We call on your spirit of life, present in air, wind, humidity, storms, and oxygen in our 
atmosphere, breathing energy into all things. Heal with your breath the whole creation, 
especially those who struggle to breathe due to air pollution, and we continue to pray that 
the air will be free of anything that infects, sickens, and causes harm. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We call on your spirit of righteousness. Wherever we as a people are divided, unite us. 
Wherever we are prideful, humble us. Give each one of us a heart for your justice and 
empathy, O God, that we may live in faith to you, and speak in the language of love and 
service to our neighbor. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We call on your spirit of healing. Bless nurses, doctors, midwives, chaplains, counselors, 
and hospice workers as they care for those in need. We pray for all who long for comfort 
healing, and wholeness, especially those we name before you now, aloud or in our 
hearts…  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We call on your spirit of friendship, gracious God. As your Holy Spirit has come to make 
a home with us in Christ, give us a spirit of welcome to all who would venture to call our 
congregation their church home.  Surprise us daily with your unexpected grace, that we 
rejoice in every blessing you send. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Time of silence for reflection and additional prayer. 
 
We call on your spirit of hope. As you have led your saints in all times and places, stir in 
us the desire to follow their example, leading us from death to new life in you. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into 
your eternal care; through Christ our risen Lord. Amen. 
 

 

 

 
 


