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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the 
sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from 
what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. In our baptism, we are 
watered with God’s love and forgiveness in Christ, that we may bear good fruit in the world. 

☩ 
GATHERING MUSIC 
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP                                                               Psalm 65 
You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to you shall vows be fulfilled. 
Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there!  They will 

be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple. 
Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, O hope 

of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away. 
You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of 

God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 
You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you soften the ground 

and bless its increase. 
You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty. 
May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed with joy. 
May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves 

with grain; let them shout for joy and sing. 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy 
Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and 
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
READINGS 
Isaiah 5510-13                                Romans 8:1-11                      Matthew 13:1-9, 18–23 
SERMON 
HYMN                           “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”                            in bulletin 
CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.                                         continued 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
CONFESSION                                                                                                    in bulletin 
PEACE 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the 
heavens. Your gifts of water and word are signs of your abundant grace.  Strengthen us 
through these gifts, that we might offer ourselves to our community and proclaim your 
steadfast love in all the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.  Amen. 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH                                                                         in bulletin 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen. 
BLESSING 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus.   
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and 
keep you in eternal love.  Amen. 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you! 
Thanks be to God. 
SENDING MUSIC 



PRAYERS FOR SUNDAY 12 JULY 2020 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared 
world, the church, and all who are in need. 
Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for 
missionaries and newly planted congregations around the world. Inspire us by their 
witness to the faith we share. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their 
hands in praise. We pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and 
for lands stripped bare by deforestation. Empower us to sustainably use what you have 
given. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and 
equality. We pray for our enemies.  Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide 
authorities to a deep and lasting peace. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Abiding God, care for all who are in need.  For those who are doubting, renew faith. For 
those who are worrying, provide release. For those who are struggling, ease burdens. For 
those in fear, give hope.  For those who are sick and suffering in any way, bring them 
healing and wholeness, especially those we name before you now, aloud or in our 
hearts…   Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and nurture the seeds you have 
planted, that we might grow as disciples. Replace what has been depleted. Sustain our 
ministries, especially in these days, and deepen our relationships with the wider 
community. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Time of silence for reflection and additional prayer. 
Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died in faith to you, who live in the light of 
your eternal love and now hunger and thirst no more.  Comfort us in the sure and certain 
hope of the resurrection. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 

 
CONFESSION OF SIN 

 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Reconciling God, 
We confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.  
Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 
 



 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one  

who hears the word and understands it.” 
Matthew 13:25 


