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Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God. 
In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers 
repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the 
interests of others above our own.  Remembering the mark of the cross in our baptism, we are 
free to offer our lives for the sake of our needy world. 

☩ 

GATHERING MUSIC 
CONFESSION OF SIN                                                                                      in bulletin 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
LITANY                                                                                                                Psalm 25 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame. 
Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths. 
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation;  
In you have I trusted all the day long. 
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;  
Remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness. 
You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of 
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
READINGS: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 + Philippians 2:1-13 
GOSPEL 
The gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
Matthew 21:23-32 
The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
SERMON 
HYMN                         “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”                          in bulletin 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Which of the two did the will of his father? 
Matthew 21:31 



CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you all.  And also with you. 

Worshippers are invited to greet one another with a sign of peace. 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in 
blessing.  Fill us with good things at your table, that we many come to the help of all in 
need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord.  Amen. 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH                                                                         in bulletin 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
BLESSING 
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us 
beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!  The 
blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, Spirit, be with you today and always.  Amen. 
DISMISSAL 
God is here! 
Spread the word! 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God. 
SENDING MUSIC 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and 
all creation. 
Amen. 
Jesus said, “Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’  For I 
have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 

Matthew 9:13 

‘Tis not all we owe to Jesus, 
It is something more than all: 
Greater good because of evil, 
Larger mercy through the fall. 
Make our love, O God, more faithful; 
Let us take you at your word; 
And our lives will be thanksgiving 
For the goodness of the Lord. 

“There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
Verse 4 +  ELW 588 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Faithful God, 
Have mercy on us.  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways.  We pass 
judgment on one another before examining ourselves.  We place our own 
needs before those of our neighbors.  We keep your gift of salvation to 
ourselves.  Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again 
to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and 
resurrection, Christ has made us his own.  Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your 
sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.  Led by the Holy Spirit, live in 
freedom and newness of life to do God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 



PRAYERS FOR SUNDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 2020 
Drawn together in the merciful compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 
In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ. 
Where the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility and 
obedience so that your love may be at work in us. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep your 
creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of 
creation confesses you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and new 
spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions, change our minds and teach us 
to trust your authority. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or 
spirit. Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hungry or 
exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. Fill us 
with your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community and 
make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Time of silence for reflection and additional prayer. 
Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax collectors and 
prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By their witness, teach us to 
confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in death. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; 
through Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray: 

continue with Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


