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The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s history: the gift of 
the law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments begin with the statement that 
because God alone has freed us from the powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else 
claim first place in our lives. When Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is defending 
the worship of God alone and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become our 
gods. The Ten Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in God’s 
liberating love, we strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities and the world. 

GATHERING 
GATHERING MUSIC  
WELCOME 
CONFESSION 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of 
steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.   Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.   Lord, have mercy. 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one 
who is full of compassion. 
 “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”                                                                            sing 3 times 

 

 

Fountain of living water, 
Pour out your mercy over us.  Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.  Rebuild 
what we have ruined and mend what we have torn.  Wash us in your cleansing 
flood.  Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and 
restorers of the world you so love.  
Beloved, God’s word never fails.  The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus 
Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers 
them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
GREETING 
From our God who loves us with an everlasting love, who brings forth a new creation in 
Christ, who leads us by the Spirit in the wilderness: Grace and abundant mercy be with 
you all. 
And also with you. 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. 
Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

WORD 

FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-17                                                         back of bulletin 
After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them how to 
live in community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of worship. 
Flowing from God, the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, and 
respect for life, family, and property. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25                        back of bulletin 
The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that God is 
mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine foolishness and 
weakness, God is working to save us. The center of Paul’s preaching is Christ crucified. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL READING 
Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When 
challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and resurrection. 
In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the center itself has 
changed. 
The Gospel According to St. John, the first chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 John 2:13-22                            back of bulletin 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
SERMON 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH                                                                         in bulletin 

MEAL 
GREETING OF PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

Worshipers are invited to greet one another with a gesture of peace. 

OFFERING 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God, our provider, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger 
with bread from heaven.  Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death 
to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Amen. 
HOLY COMMUNION                                                                                       in bulletin 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of 
the world.  Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that 
has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
HYMN OF THE DAY        “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”                           in bulletin 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy 
and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.  God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 
DISMISSAL 
God is here! 
Spread the word! 
Go in peace, led by the cross of Christ! 
Thanks be to God! 
SENDING MUSIC 
 
For Ash Wednesday, in lieu of ashes, a small pin-on button with an ashen cross is 
provided for worshippers to wear throughout the Lenten season.  This is to serve as 
reminder that that, although we are dust, God gives life to dust.  In this light, we are 
called to see how the cross of Christ serves as a “plus sign.” Marked by this cross, we 
can reflect on the ways we can and do serve in God’s image as a “plus sign” for the 
sake of sustaining and creating life-giving community in the world.  If you do not have 
an ash cross button and would like one, please contact Pastor Tim Leaf. 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH FOR SUNDAY 7 MARCH 2021 
 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 
There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people place their 
trust in nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your church, that in every situation 
your people’s words and actions honor your name. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the struggle for 
clean air and water; protect creatures and crops that rely on healthy ecosystems; give all 
people the willingness to repent when our way of life pollutes the earth and skies. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.. 
Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the foolishness of your 
peace and mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. Work through legislators, judicial 
systems, and systems of law enforcement to protect the wellbeing and freedom of all 
people. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Defend victims of crime and bring 
redemption to those who have harmed others. Give sabbath rest to all who labor. Protect 
those who are vulnerable and give courage to all who are suffering, especially… and all 
those we name before you now, aloud or in our hearts…  Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this congregation and our leaders, 
so that we might follow Christ beyond our own habits and comfort. Clear out anything in 
our common life that would obscure the gospel or that serves our own interests. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Time for silence and additional prayer 
The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank you for all the 
martyrs whose witness reveals the power of the cross. Give us the same trust in life and in 
death. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love 
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.. 

If you are communing virtually at home, hold up your bread and wine  
at the appropriate times during the words of institution below. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat. This is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share in 
this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
Jesus gives us bread for the journey.  Come to this meal and be fed. 
Amen.  The Lord is with us here. 

At home, share this meal eating and drinking, saying these words to others or yourself: 
The body of Christ, given for you / me!  The blood of Christ, shed for you / me! 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The liturgy is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, printed by Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted under license 
No. 23505.  Additional resources, including the introductory comments for the day and for the scripture 
readings, are from Sundays & Seasons, copyright 2020, Augsburg Fortress. 
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