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☩ ☩ ☩ 

 
We have no good apart from God. That 
makes Jesus’ call to follow him an 
invitation to freedom. This is freedom to 
revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, 
and patience. This is freedom to not be 
imprisoned by anything that would keep us 
from the fullness of the life God has given 
us. This is the path of life. 
 

GATHERING 

GATHERING MUSIC 
WELCOME 
LITANY 
You are the treasured people of the Lord! 
A people holy to our God! 
Keep the words of the Lord in your heart, teach them to your children. 
Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down 
and when you rise. 
One does not live by bread alone, 
But by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord!            (Deuteronomy 26,11,8) 

GREETING 
The God who created space and time,  
who journeyed with us in human form,  
who travels with us still, be with you all. 
And also with you.  

continued 

 
 
SUMMER KYRIE 

 
Cantor: For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this 
holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 
Refrain 
Cantor: That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that 
we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 
Refrain 
Cantor: For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and 
for love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 
Refrain 
Cantor: For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that 
you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Refrain 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.   
Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true 
freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, 
we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 



WORD 
FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21                        back of bulletin 
In the story preceding today’s reading, the prophet Elijah flees for his life to the security of God’s 
mountain. There God reveals to Elijah that there are still other faithful people in Israel and 
commissions him to anoint new leaders, including his own successor, Elisha. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
SECOND READING: Galatians 5:1, 13-25                        back of bulletin 
For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is the invitation to 
be what we could not be otherwise. The power and guidance of Christ’s Holy Spirit produce a 
different kind of life, one marked by the fruit of this Holy Spirit. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL READING 
Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be swayed by 
pettiness. In a series of striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a similar single-mindedness. 
 

continued 

The Gospel according to St. Luke, the ninth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Luke 9:51-62                                                                                    back of bulletin 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
SERMON 
HYMN OF THE DAY         “Will You Come and Follow Me”                         ELW 798 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
I believe in God the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.   
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

CONFESSION 
In the presence of God, who sees our hearts and our minds, let us confess our sin.  

silence for reflection 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way.  
Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table.  
When met by those in need, we too often pass by on the other side.  Set us again on 
the path of life.  Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors.  Amen. 

continued 



Hear the good news!  God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in 
granting pardon and mercy.  In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  You 
are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in 
need. 

Following each prayer petition the response will be: 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude: 

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust 
these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.  
Amen. 

MEAL 
PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

Worshippers are invited to greet one another with a gesture of peace. 
OFFERING 
OFFERING HYMN 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, you have set before us a plentiful harvest.  As we feast on your 
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
in the name of Jesus.   
Amen. 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you 
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out the heal the sick and suffering, who preached 
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in 
glory.  



Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share in this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil.   
For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.  Come to the banquet. 
Amen!  Come, Lord Jesus! 
COMMUNION 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your 
mercy.  Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to 
know your love.  This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you 
the path of life this day and always. 
Amen. 
SENDING HYMN                     “Lead Me, Guide Me”                                     ELW 768 
DISMISSAL 
God is here! 
Spread the word! 
Go in peace.  Love your neighbor! 
Thanks be to God. 
SENDING MUSIC 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Portions of the liturgy are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and With One Voice, reprinted under license 
No. 23505.  Additional resources, including the introductory comments for the day and for the scripture 
readings, are from Sundays & Seasons, copyright 2021, Augsburg Fortress.   
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