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Sunday 12 February 2023  
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In today’s reading from Deuteronomy we are called to 
choose life by loving and obeying God. Much of 
today’s gospel reading echoes portions of the Ten 
Commandments. Jesus’ instructions to the crowd 
reveal a pattern of behavior that honors both God and 
the neighbor, resulting in life and health for the whole 
community. We too are invited to embrace these 
commandments, not out of fear of retribution, but 
because God has promised that to do so means life for 
us. 

GATHERING 
GATHERING MUSIC  
WELCOME 
GREETING 
Arise, shine, for your light has come.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
LITANY 
In the beginning was the Word, 
And the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
In the Word was life, 
And the life was the light of all people. 
The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
And we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.                    John 1 
KYRIE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
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Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we accomplish 
nothing good without you. Help us to see and understand the things we ought to do, and 
give us grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20                                             back of bulletin 
The Lord sets before the people of God a clear choice. Life and prosperity will come to the faithful; 
loss of the land will be the consequence of disobedience. Choosing life entails loving and holding 
fast to the Lord. Life in God’s presence presupposes the promise made to the ancestors. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9                                     back of bulletin 
Human leaders in the church are not the ones who control ministry. Rather they are coworkers 
who belong to God, the one who truly controls and continuously empowers the ministry of the 
church. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL READING 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus exhorts his followers to embrace standards of righteousness 
that exceed legal requirements and traditional expectations. 
The Gospel According to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Matthew 5:21-37                            back of bulletin 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
CHILDREN'S SERMON 
SERMON 
HYMN OF THE DAY       “God, When Human Bonds are Broken”              ELW 603 
CREED 
There is one Lord, one faith, and one baptism.  United in Christ, let us confess the faith we 
hold in common. 
I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; e ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
CONFESSION 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.   

silence for individual reflection 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 
We confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves.  We have not 
practiced your righteousness.  Our hearts have turned away from you.  For the sake 
of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.”  
God’s mercy makes us new.  We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

Following each prayer petition the response will be: 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude: 
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 
Christ crucified. 
Amen. 

MEAL 
GREETING OF PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

The congregation is invited to greet one another with a gesture of peace,  
saying these or similar words: Peace be with you. 

OFFERING 
OFFERING HYMN 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Liberating God, 
You break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free.  Receive these offerings 
in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as people of your 
justice and freedom.  You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior.  Amen. 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places offer 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  By 
the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you 
proclaimed him your beloved Son, and in the miracle of water turned into wine he revealed 
your glory. And so with all the choirs of angels, with the Church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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We give you thanks, Father God, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent 
in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.  He is your 
Word, inseparable from you.  Through him you created all things, and in him you take 
delight.  He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb.  He took on our nature 
and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary.  
He is your Light, shining in our darkness and revealing to us your mercy and might. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, broke 
it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat.  This is my body, given for you.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, we may be 
light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son.  Through him all glory and honor 
is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
Come and taste the joy of God! 
Amen!  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 



COMMUNION 
LAMB OF GOD 

 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
BLESSING 
The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩ bless, 
strengthen, and uphold you, today and always. 
Amen. 
SENDING HYMN        “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing”                       ELW 544 
DISMISSAL 
God is here! 
Spread the Word! 
Go in peace!  Share the light! 
Thanks be to God! 
SENDING MUSIC 
 
 
 
 
Portions of the liturgy are from With One Voice, printed by Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted under license No. 
23505.  Additional resources, including the introductory comments for the day and for the scripture readings 
are from Sundays & Seasons, copyright 2022, Augsburg Fortress. 
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