Highlighting God’s Gifts at Trinity

Communications

There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

— 1 Corinthians 12:4-7

Communications isn’t often thought of as a ministry, and Trinity doesn’t have a formal
Communications Committee. But make no mistake: communications *is* a ministry, and
it serves to strengthen our overall ministry by calling our attention to what is going on
around Trinity. To understand why communications are important at Trinity, look at what
happens when we practice good communications:

We coordinate events and activities, inviting people to participate, and inviting
people to serve. When we say “Come to this gathering . . . “ or “We need folks to
help with . . .” as we offer invitations to the congregation and community, we take
care to coordinate things to keep events from overlapping, as well as attract as
many people to participate as we can.

We set priorities, define goals, and plan for where we want our congregation’s
ministries to go. Prior to our two congregational meetings, we prepare major
documents describing what we’ve done in the previous year and what we plan for
the coming year, as well as laying out a picture of the finances of the
congregation. At the meetings themselves, as at council meetings each month, we
talk amongst ourselves, so that our ministry activities are not simply one person’s
preferences or a small group’s ideas, but that what we as a congregation do
reflects the fullness of the congregation.

We get to know one another better. When we learn about different activities, we
also learn about the folks who are leading them. When we take part in various
events, we learn about the other folks taking part — and they learn about us.

We appreciate each other and the world. When we hear about some ministry of
Trinity, we can give thanks for the folks who made it happen. When someone
reports on a service project that Trinity undertook, we learn about how Trinity
saw a bit of brokenness in the world and did something to heal that brokenness.

Most of all, we get to know God better, and grasp even more strongly the love
that God offers.



Some of our communications happen in a regular predictable way.

Our weekly announcement sheet lifts up the events happening in the days and
weeks ahead, and identifies those who lead our worship each week.

Our weekly bulletin communicates the pattern for worship that week, helping
visitors and members alike to join together in prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.

As we enter the sanctuary each week, we are greeted by a colorful pair of artistic
panels, communicating visually about coming events and emphasis of our
ministry.

Prior to our two annual congregational meetings, we present two major printed
reports for folks to consider ahead of time.

Finally, each week, our worship is a carefully woven
tapestry of communications. Property folks and altar
guild members prepare the space to speak nonverbally
when people begin to arrive; ushers and greeters
communicate God’s welcome to everyone who comes
in the door; lectors tell the stories of God’s love that
are found in scripture; preachers bring together the
stories of old and the events of today to lift up the
power of God in our midst right now; assisting
ministers offer prayers that lift up the joys and sorrows of our world, calling on
God to use us to rejoice and lament with our neighbors; musicians enable our
singing, as we raise our voices to tell the stories of God’s love active in our lives;
our audio/video folks capture it all, and put it out for all
to see who could not be with us in person; and all of
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love active in our lives and active in the world, as we go
out into the world.



Other communications are more irregular, lifting up other things that need to be raised.

Verbal announcements offer highlights, sometimes adding nuance, or simply raise
things that needed to be communicated after the printed announcements were put
together.

Inserts appear in the announcement sheet from time to time, like these
“Highlighting God’s Gifts at Trinity” handouts or about the ministries of partners
like Bethany College, Lutheran Campus Ministry at KSU, or Bethany Village.
They serve to connecting us with each other and with our partners in ministry
beyond our doors.

Trinity’s electronic message board on the lawn facing Kansas Avenue is a blend of the
regular and irregular messages. There are some announcements that appear regularly in
the rotation, like invitations to Sunday worship. There are also announcements for special
events, like the Epiphany Festival or the recent KC Chorale concert.

As critical as these kinds of communications are, it is even more important to recognize
that communications are a two-way part of congregational life.

When someone is ill at home, hospitalized, or dies, family and friends
communicate this to the pastor and church office, so that the whole community
can be alerted and appropriate spiritual care can be offered.

When one group plans an event, they communicate this to the church office so
that we can check that it doesn’t conflict with other events and also so that we can
give appropriate publicity to it.

After significant events are over, we talk with one another about what worked
well and what did not, so that we can learn from past events to shape and improve
future events.

Communications are not solely the work of the pastor and office.

COMMUNICATIONS ARE A MINISTRY OF THE WHOLE CONGREGATION!




Going and growing as Christ’s Church ALL ARE WELCOME
by being a Welcoming Congregation

that Engages All People of All Ages

— Trinity Mission Statement

As part of the Council’s work, every January (more or
less) they look at our mission statement and come up
with some goals for the coming year, to keep our O: ‘v‘-v
mission in front of the congregation and make it come g\ ‘
to life in all we do. To that end, here are the goals for s I‘Br. by ]

2026 that the Council adopted for this year:

2026 Goals

Embraced by God'’s love, Trinity and its members commit themselves during 2026 to:
embrace our renovated spaces
embrace one another as a Trinity community
embrace God’s gifts to Trinity
prepare to embrace a new pastor

Communication is at the heart of all the goals we have set for
2026. In worship, we communicate God’s love through
preachers, lectors, assisting ministers, musicians, and the entire
congregation singing and praying together. In our use of our
renovated spaces, we communicate with one another about
possible new and creative uses. We embrace one another in our communication with each
other, and we embrace God’s gifts by identifying them in
ourselves and others, giving thanks to God for all of them.
And when that new pastor arrives, communications will be at
the center of how we welcome that pastor and how that pastor
embraces us.




