
Highlighting God’s Gifts at Trinity 
Faith Formation and Fellowship 

 

There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same 

Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 

everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.   

     – 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 

 

When a lot of people think about education, they think about children. You send kids 

to elementary schools to learn the basics – language skills, arithmetic, and such. You 

send older kids to high school to prepare them for the wider world, either a technical job 

or a job that requires more education in college.  

But education doesn’t end there, despite the impression most folks have. When you 

enter the working world, you have to learn about your company, your particular job, and 

your specific role, and as the years pass, you have to keep up with new technology, new 

roles and responsibilities, and new relationships with customers and other companies. 

New parents have to learn about what it means to be on the other side of the parent-child 

relationship, and you keep learning about how to parent as your kids grow, because being 

the parent of a child learning to walk is NOT the same as being the parent of a child 

learning to drive. When the time comes for kids to leave home, you learn about a another 

new way of parenting. When the time comes for you to leave the working world, you 

have to learn to live life with different priorities, rhythms, and relationships. 

 

Let’s face it: you only stop learning when you stop breathing. 

Or to put it more positively, 

you keep learning your whole life long. 

 

Education in the church is no different. When some people think about a church’s 

education committee, they think about children. “We adults need to teach the kids about . 

. .” with a variety of things that complete that sentence, like “the Bible” or “living a 

Christian life” or “caring for God’s creation.” Getting involved means that you are either 

a child or a teacher of children.  

The reality, however, is much 

different. True Christian education 

involves the whole congregation, no 

matter their ages or roles. Here’s how the 

Faith Formation Team describes their 

ministry of guiding the educational life 

of Trinity:  



 

The Faith Formation Team embraces cradle-to-grave learning to equip 

congregational members in living out their baptismal promises as they journey 

through the milestones of life. 

 

“Cradle-to-grave” . . .  from the youngest to the oldest, and everyone in between. Here’s 

some of what that looks like at Trinity . . .  

Cradle-to-Grave faith formation looks like a Cross-Gen 

Sunday, short for “Cross-generational”, meaning that this 

Sunday school education event is designed to engage folks 

across generations. This year, the theme is “Jesus Playing with 

Children of All Ages,” where each month we look at a 

different story about Jesus engaging with both children and 

adults, shaping the faith of the whole community. 

Cradle-to-Grave faith formation looks like Vacation Bible 

School each summer, designed to engage adults and kids of all 

ages, as everyone learns from each other. Older folks share 

their wisdom, young ones share their enthusiasm, and lives of 

all ages are shaped by the Holy Spirit.  

Cradle-to-Grace faith formation looks like our First Communion program, where 

young ones are brought to the Lord’s Supper for the first time. Communion is not a gift 

you earn by taking a class and passing a test, but a feast to which all are invited. The First 

Communion program meets children where they are in their development and helps them 

understand that in this meal of Jesus, all are equal, all are welcome, and all are changed. 

Cradle-to-Grave faith formation looks like our Confirmation program, where young 

people prepare to affirm their baptism, assuming responsibility for the promises their 

parents and sponsors made on their behalf when they were baptized. It might look like the 

pastor sitting down with the young people alone, but make no mistake – confirmation 

involves the whole community of faith. Even as the young people step up to take on more 

of an adult role in the church, so too the older members of the church learn to recognize 

that these young people have gifts of their own to offer, and as a result, their more mature 

lives and faith are shaped by the confirmation program as well. 

Cradle-to-Grave faith formation looks like our Senior Recognition Sunday, where 

Trinity celebrates with those graduating from high school or college. The graduates bring 

mementos of their path to graduation, and the congregation is given an opportunity to 

look at these new graduates with new eyes. “I remember when you . . .” stories of the past 

become “So what comes next . . .” dreams for the future – and again, the faith of both the 

graduates and the rest of the congregation are shaped in the storytelling. 

  



All of these programs are formal efforts at Faith Formation, but at Trinity we shape faith 

through more informal Fellowship activities as well.  
 

When we gather for Wednesday night dinners and 

congregational potlucks, people of all ages interact – and 

not simply within their own biological families.  
 

When folks mingle in the parlor and the narthex, before or 

after worship, young and old connect over treats and 

beverages. 
 

When we come together for a Trinity Thanksgiving Feast or 

a meal following a funeral, the Trinity family lives out its 

multi-generational nature. We are the body of Christ, 

rejoicing together in times of celebration and lifting one 

another up in times of pain. 
 

When there is a meal at Trinity, the multigenerational nature of the church comes 

through. Some of the food might be new to the table, while others might be recipes 

handed down from parent to child going back for generations. Some of the dishes might 

have been crafted by hands which have been active in the kitchen for decades, and other 

dishes for folks just getting used to cooking.  

One of the delightful things that happens at a church meal happens toward the end, as 

people start talking about what they had eaten. “Who made the delicious . . . “ pie or 

salad or chili or whatever dish had caught their fancy. Sometimes there is a surprise to it 

– “I didn’t know you were such a good cook!” or “What did you put in, that makes it so 

delicious?” or simply “Could you please give me the recipe and teach me to make it?” 

That’s the way faith formation happens in fellowship activities. People connect, and 

people learn more about the gifts that God has poured out on each person at Trinity. If 

you’d like to know more about Faith Formation at Trinity, or help with the planning of 

our Faith Formation activities, please talk to Rachel Reno, Sheri Riedel, or Chad 

Clevenger. 

O God, you have called your servants  

 to ventures of which we cannot see the 

ending,  

 by paths as yet untrodden, through perils 

unknown.  

Give us faith to go out with good courage,  

 not knowing where we go,  

 but only that your hand is leading us  



 and your love supporting us;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Going and growing as Christ’s Church 

by being a Welcoming Congregation 

that Engages All People of All Ages 

 

– Trinity Mission Statement 

 

As part of the Council’s work, every January (more or 

less) they look at our mission statement and come up 

with some goals for the coming year, to keep our 

mission in front of the congregation and make it come 

to life in all we do. To that end, here are the goals for 

2026 that the Council adopted last Monday: 

 

2026 Goals 

 

Embraced by God’s love, Trinity and its members commit themselves during 2026 to: 

embrace our renovated spaces 

embrace one another as a Trinity community  

embrace God’s gifts to Trinity  

prepare to embrace a new pastor 

 

 

In our Faith Formation programs and our informal 

Fellowship events, we celebrate how God’s love has been 

poured out on us, and we delight in embracing one another 

with that love to bring our community closer to each other 

and to God. Whether we are longtime members or have 

only recently joined, or are simply friends and guests in 

our midst, we delight in seeing how God is at work 

shaping us, empowering us, and sending us forth to love 

our families, our neighbors, and the strangers we meet. 



 


