Highlighting God’s Gifts at Trinity

Local Ministries

There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

— 1 Corinthians 12:4-7

Throughout the Bible, we hear story after story of God’s love made tangibly present
in the world. In the Hebrew scriptures, we read of God leading the children of Israel out
of slavery in Egypt and sustaining them with manna and quail in the wilderness. We read
of Deborah, the judge of Israel, bring peace to her people, and Queen Esther, bringing
justice in the midst of a foreign royal court. In the gospels, we hear of how Jesus fed
multitudes, how he healed not only Jews but also Gentiles, how he cared for those in
power and also those on the margins and those who were outcasts from the community.
As he went from town to town, he offered care, compassion, and comfort to all in need.
In the book of Acts, we hear how the community of Jesus followed his example of care
for others. They healed the sick, cared for those in prison, they welcomed an Ethiopian
eunuch and high court official into the community of Christ, and when the church in one
place took a special offering to support another place suffering a famine after a poor
harvest. Following the example of Jesus and the earliest Christian communities, Trinity
has a long history of ministry beyond its walls.

Just outside Trinity’s walls — specifically, behind the north wall near the kitchen in
Trinity Hall — is the Trinity “Blessings Box.” This is like a small closet that we keep
filled with shelf-stable food items, like soup, pasta, and canned fruit, that are available to
anyone who needs some help. No questions are asked, and no forms need to be filled out.
“If you are in need,” says the Blessings Box by its mere presence, “come, and take what
can help you.” And folks hear this invitation, and find God’s blessing.

These items come from
Trinity members, either through
in-kind donations or from funds
that are given to purchase the
food. Inside the door that leads
from the kitchen to the Blessings

Is not this the fast that I [the LORD] choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the straps of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
) Is it not to share your bread with the hungry
Box is a st(?rage area, where we and bring the homeless poor into your house;
keep what is needed to keep the when you see the naked, to cover them

Bl'essin.gs Box full. To he‘lp out and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
with this, talk to Troy Wiens. — Isaiah 58:6-7




Much larger than our little box outside the kitchen is the
McPherson County Food Bank, which serves those in need
across the county, which we support in two different ways. First,
there is a special grocery cart outside the elevator, marked
“McPherson County Food Bank Donations” where people drop
off bags of groceries and other items. Second, we also designate
at least one special offering a year to support the Food Bank,
which brings in thousands of dollars every year.

Churches United in Ministry is an interfaith association of religious organizations

that have banded together to provide assistance to people in financial difficulty. This
might be help with rent or utilities, or providing clothing or vouchers for food. They also
run the “Save ‘n Share” thrift store, where the donations made by community members
are sold and the proceeds are then distributed to help those in need. Talk to Mary Ann
Conyers to learn more.

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit
eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” And he
said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” But wanting to
justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the
hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now
by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the
other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the
other side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was
moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on
them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.
The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of
him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.” Which of these
three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?”” He
said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

Going further afield, Trinity supports the NUMANA food ministry, which provides

for families in need. A couple of times a year, NUMANA brings cases of food to pack
meals for breakfast or dinner, which are later put into

backpacks for distribution. Last summer, in a little *
over two hours, Trinity members packed over 18,000

meals, to be delivered by NUMANA volunteers in the n U I | I a m a

US and internationally to those in need. Chad
Clevenger is our NUMANA connection. SERVING THE “HUNEEY



Trinity members also deliver hot,
nutritious food on the 4" Sunday of
every month for Meals on Wheels
to seniors in the McPherson area.
Mike Hubenett coordinates this
ministry, and is always looking for
more folks to sign up to help with

these deliveries.
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Just as Trinity sets aside money in the budget
each month to support the Central States Synod and
the ELCA churchwide organization, Trinity also
sets aside money each month in a reserve account
called “Local Ministries.” These funds are then
tapped as specific needs arise. Some gifts have
gone to the groups mentioned above, but additional
recent one-time gifts from this fund have gone to
events like “Night to Shine” (designed to support
adults living with disabilities) or programs like the
McPherson Police Department’s education
program for children in crisis.

If you know of other local groups in need of support in the McPherson area, please
talk to Sheri Riedel or one of the council members. Our work does not end at our
church’s doors — it begins there!




Going and growing as Christ’s Church
by being a Welcoming Congregation
that Engages All People of All Ages

— Trinity Mission Statement

As part of the Council’s work, every January (more or
less) they look at our mission statement and come up
with some goals for the coming year, to keep our
mission in front of the congregation and make it come
to life in all we do. To that end, here are the goals for
2026 that the Council adopted last Monday:

2026 Goals

Embraced by God'’s love, Trinity and its members commit themselves during 2026 to:
embrace our renovated spaces
embrace one another as a Trinity community
embrace God’s gifts to Trinity
prepare to embrace a new pastor
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Trinity’s support for “Local Ministries” like those
mentioned here are a central part of both recognizing how
Trinity has been embraced by God, and how we embrace
one another so we can embrace others in McPherson and
beyond.
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