Highlighting God’s Gifts at Trinity

Property and Finances

There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit, and there are varieties of services, but the same
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

— I Corinthians 12:4-7

Before a guest ever hears a sermon from the pastor, before a guest ever hears the
music from the organ, before a guest is ever warmly greeted in the narthex, the property
committee offers the very first welcome to a newcomer at Trinity.

Maybe the welcome is a nicely mown lawn, or well-kept planting beds. Maybe the
welcome is found in a covered entrance on a rainy day, or at a doorway with no steps for
someone in a wheelchair or with a walker. Maybe the welcome is sidewalks cleared of
snow in winter, or the promising hum of an air conditioner in the height of summer.

Trinity did a lot of “property” work over the last several years
related to the renovation of the sanctuary, including also the
parlor, library, and chapel. Tile replaced carpet on the floors,
movable chairs replaced fixed pews, and the chamber for the
organ pipes was expanded and improved. It was a big project,
taking significant effort and financial support from the whole
community.

At the same time, Trinity also did a lot of the more ordinary, day-to-day, week-to-
week property work. Bathrooms got cleaned, carpets got vacuumed, and floors got
mopped on a regular basis. Broken roof tiles got replaced, sprinkler heads got
repositioned, lighting in Trinity Hall got updated, and windows got washed.

All this takes people. The regular property team has a dozen or so members, and the
renovation project had its own additional teams, from planners in the early days (10
people) to those who oversaw the actual renovations (14), the altar furnishings team (8)
and the organ restoration team (3). Some served on several teams, but you get the idea.

Some may think that serving on the property committee means you are good with
tools. That’s nice, but it’s not required. What truly is needed is a vision for making the
most of our wonderful facilities. Sometimes the property committee looks around the
congregation to find the people with the skills to do what needs to be done, like yard
work or minor plumbing repairs. In other cases, they work with outside contractors on
major projects. In all they do, they work to improve our facilities and keep them at their
best, to enhance our overall ministry.

Those last four words are critical. We maintain and improve our property, so that
we can maintain and improve our ministry.

When Trinity opens its doors to a visiting choir that uses our sanctuary for a concert,
we bear witness to Christ’s welcome. When Trinity opens its doors to the McPherson
County Board of Elections for use as a polling place, and when hundreds of our
neighbors come to cast their ballots, we bear witness to our love for our community.
When strangers and guests find a welcome in the beauty of our spaces — our sanctuary,
our parlor, Trinity Hall, or even the bathrooms — we are simply sharing the beauty and
welcome that God has shown to us.

Want to know more, or offer to take part in the work of the Property committee? Talk
to Larry Malm, Herman Richards, Mike Hubenett, or Troy Wiens, and they can point you
in the right direction.

Another group with a significant role in our shared ministry are those who are
responsible for handling our finances. Anna Salas, our treasurer and bookkeeper, keeps
our bills paid and our books balanced. Heather Burch records all contributions, makes
bank deposits, and keeps everything flowing smoothly. Sheri Riedel, our financial
liaison, reviews the financial picture of the church, moves money between funds as
needed, and keeps the council and congregation appraised of the “big picture” of our
finances.

But many more folks play a role in our finances.
Committees watch their expenses, keeping them in Q
line with their budgets. The finance committee Q
prepares the annual budget for the council to consider

before it goes to the full congregation to be adopted.

Trinity works with three pots of money. We have
our annual budget for ordinary income and expenses,
and various reserve funds where money accumulates
across multiple years and is spent with the approval of
the council. Finally, we have our investments and
endowment funds, where we seek to use only the
income while allowing the principal to remain in place.

But the work of all of the Trinity financial folks takes a back seat to the work of each
Trinity household. Without your financial contributions, none of Trinity’s work is
possible. Trinity can try to be responsible with what has been given, but without the gifts
themselves, Trinity can do nothing.

In broad strokes, Trinity is very good at funding special projects, whether we are
talking about a special offering for the McPherson County Food Bank or the major
renovation project just concluded. Where Trinity can improve in its financial stewardship



is its support for the ordinary work of the general budget. Fixing the plumbing, paying
the staff, or covering any of the regular expenses may not seem glamorous, but they are
essential. If you are able, Trinity’s general offerings could use any increase you can give.

Of all the stories in scripture about stewardship, the oldest is the story of what might
be the first property committee and the community offerings that made their work
possible, as told in Exodus 35:

Moses said to all the congregation of the Israelites: This is the thing that the LORD
has commanded: Take from among you an offering to the LORD, let whoever is of a
generous heart bring the LORD ‘s offering: gold, silver, and bronze; blue, purple, and
crimson yarns, and fine linen; goats' hair, tanned rams' skins, and fine leather; acacia
wood, oil for the light, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, and onyx
stones and gems to be set in the ephod and the breastpiece.

All who are skillful among you shall come and make all that the LORD has
commanded.: the tabernacle, its tent and its covering, its clasps and its frames, its bars,
its pillars, and its bases; the ark with its poles, the mercy seat, and the curtain for the
screen; the table with its poles and all its utensils, and the bread of the Presence; the
lampstand also for the light, with its utensils and its lamps, and the oil for the light; and
the altar of incense, with its poles, and the anointing oil and the fragrant incense, and the
screen for the entrance, the entrance of the tabernacle; the altar of burnt offering, with
its grating of bronze, its poles, and all its utensils, the basin with its stand; the hangings
of the court, its pillars and its bases, and the screen for the gate of the court,; the pegs of
the tabernacle and the pegs of the court, and their cords, the finely worked vestments for
ministering in the holy place, the holy vestments for the priest Aaron, and the vestments
of his sons, for their service as priests. . .

All the Israelite men and women whose hearts made them willing to bring anything
for the work that the LORD had commanded by Moses to be done, brought it as a freewill
offering to the LORD. Then Moses said to the Israelites: See, the LORD has called by name
Bezalel son of Uri son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, he has filled him with divine spirit,
with skill, intelligence, and knowledge in every kind of craft, to devise artistic designs, to
work in gold, silver, and bronze, in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, in
every kind of craft. And he has inspired him to teach, both him and Oholiab son of
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. He has filled them with skill to do every kind of work
done by an artisan or by a designer or by an embroiderer in blue, purple, and crimson
yarns, and in fine linen, or by a weaver — by any sort of artisan or skilled designer.

It’s a simple story, with an invitation to share in God’s mission, a congregation-wide
outpouring of offerings to support that mission, and the selecting of the appropriate
people to guide the actual work. It’s the story of ancient Israel, and also the story of
modern Trinity.

Going and growing as Christ’s Church
by being a Welcoming Congregation
that Engages All People of All Ages

ALL ARE WELCOME

— Trinity Mission Statement

As part of the Council’s work, every January (more or
less) they look at our mission statement and come up

with some goals for the coming year, to keep our Tk ;J -G/B‘ ‘-v
mission in front of the congregation and make it come g\
to life in all we do. To that end, here are the goals for ] 5““1_ .-1,

2026 that the Council adopted for this year:

2026 Goals

Embraced by God’s love, Trinity and its members commit themselves during 2026 to:
embrace our renovated spaces
embrace one another as a Trinity community
embrace God'’s gifis to Trinity
prepare to embrace a new pastor

The Property Committee helps us embrace our renovated
spaces, even as we keep all our facilities in prime form.
The Financial folks help us embrace one another, as we
carry out the ministry, we have committed ourselves to.
But it is the giving by every household in the congregation
that makes our work possible — special gifts for big special
projects like the recent renovations as well as regular
ordinary gifts for the regular ordinary budget.




