
Highlighting God’s Gifts at Trinity 
Worship and Music 1 

 

There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same 

Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 

everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.   

     – 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 
 

Think about what happens on an ordinary Sunday morning at Trinity. We arrive in 

ones and twos (or mores), with the joys and struggles of our lives, our community, our 

nation, and our world. As worship begins, individuals are bound together as we sing and 

pray and remember our baptism. We encounter and respond to the stories of God’s divine 

love, freely given to all. We share God’s holy meal and we are sent out, changed by this 

encounter with God. Fears are relieved, brokenness healed, and our lives are made new. 
 

In the constitution of Trinity and every ELCA congregation, there is a statement of 

the purpose of the church, with a list of items describing how we participate in God’s 

mission. The very first thing on that list is “Worship God in proclamation of the Word 

and administration of the sacraments and through lives of prayer, praise, thanksgiving, 

witness, and service.” For the church, worship comes first. 
 

Worship is what makes the church the church. That’s what the Lutheran Reformers 

told each other and the world. In the statement they made in 1530 in Augsburg to the 

political and religious leaders of their day, they wrote “The church is the assembly of all 

believers among whom the gospel is purely preached and the holy sacraments are 

administered according to the gospel.” Martin Luther’s words about the Holy Spirit in the 

“Small Catechism” expand on this a bit: 
 

I believe that by my own understanding or strength  

I cannot believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him,  

 but instead the Holy Spirit  

  has called me through the gospel,  

  enlightened me with his gifts,  

  made me holy,  

  and kept me in the true faith,  

 just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, and makes holy  

  the Christian church on earth  

 and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one common true faith.  
 

In our worship, we encounter the Holy Spirit, and we are not the same. 



 

In his book Biblical Perspectives on Evangelism: Living in a Three-Storied Universe, 

biblical scholar Walter Bruggemann describes three things that happen in gospel-centered 

worship – worship that is evangelical, or “good news” focused:  

• outsiders become insiders 

• forgetters become rememberers  

• beloved children become belief-full adults  

 

In our worship, through speaking and singing and 

silence, in our actions and our stillness, we do all 

these things, so that the Good News of the life, death, 

and resurrection of Jesus can change our lives and the 

lives of all who join together in worship at Trinity.  

 

Think for a moment, and count up all the people who contribute to make our worship 

a powerful encounter with God. Of course there’s the pastor, but we also are blessed with 

assisting ministers who lead prayers and serve communion. Crucifers and acolytes lead 

us in and out of worship, tending to the candles and other items as needed. We have 

lectors who read the lessons, and our audio/visual people who run the sound and the 

livestreaming. Greeters provide a welcome as folks enter the building, and ushers help to 

make everyone feel at home as worship unfolds. But before anyone even arrives at 

church, the Altar Guild has been busy setting the altar, hanging banners, and otherwise 

preparing the space. And before the Altar Guild starts their work, the Worship and Music 

Committee, chaired by Donna Swenson, leads the planning and organizing of our 

worship life. (Yes, we also are blessed with wonderful musicians, but we’ll talk more 

about them in a couple of weeks.)  

 

Add to that list our banner-makers, Heather who prepares the bulletins, Wayne who 

does the artwork-announcements at the door, Devina who cleans our worship space each 

week. . . Let’s face it: preparing and leading worship at Trinity is the effort of a lot of 

people each week! 

 

Which takes us back to that quotation from 1 Corinthians. People 

with a variety of gifts come together to lead Spirit-filled worship that 

changes lives. In our worship, we do a variety of things from Sunday to 

Sunday, from season to season, but all is done in celebration of what God 

has done for us. Everyone is welcome, everyone has gifts to offer, and 

the Spirit is at work everyone in our worship for the common good. 



 

The Worship Committee is always looking for new people to take on these leadership 

roles, according to the gifts that people may have.  

 

• If you can shake someone’s hand with a warm smile, you can be a greeter.  

• If you can point someone in the right direction, you can be an usher. 

• If you can take communion, you can assist with communion.  

• If you have a flair for art and design, you can work with Wayne or the Altar 

Guild in preparing our space for worship. 

• If you can read, you can be a lector. 

• If you can set the table for dinner at home, you can set the table for 

communion. 

• If you can light a candle at home, you can light a candle in worship. 

• If you can carry a banner and like to lead a parade, you can be a crucifer. 

• If you like to plan things, you can serve on the Worship and Music committee. 

• If you are an “idea person,” who loves to inject creativity into things, the 

Worship and Music committee would love your help, too. 

 

You might be young, old, or somewhere in between. 

You might be a new member at Trinity, a longtime member, or part of a family with 

roots at Trinity that go back for generations. 

You might be struggling to get by financially, comfortable with your economic 

situation, or well-off financially. 

You might have an advanced degree, a bachelor’s degree, certification in a trade, a 

high school diploma, or no educational credentials at all. 

None of that matters. 

 



Whatever your gifts and whatever role you’d like to 

take on with regard to our worship life, we will find a 

place for you. If there’s something you’d like to do, the 

Worship and Music committee will ensure that you get 

any necessary training, but you need to step up and let 

Donna Swenson know that you are interested.  



 

Going and growing as Christ’s Church 

by being a Welcoming Congregation 

that Engages All People of All Ages 

 

– Trinity Mission Statement 

 

As part of the Council’s work, every January (more or 

less) they look at our mission statement and come up 

with some goals for the coming year, to keep our 

mission in front of the congregation and make it come 

to life in all we do. To that end, here are the goals for 

2026 that the Council adopted for this year: 

 

2026 Goals 

 

Embraced by God’s love, Trinity and its members commit themselves during 2026 to: 

embrace our renovated spaces 

embrace one another as a Trinity community  

embrace God’s gifts to Trinity  

prepare to embrace a new pastor 

 

 

Worship is what makes the church the church. In worship, we 

communicate God’s love through all the different folks who 

bring all their different gifts together. We use our renovated 

spaces to allow for creativity and variety in worship, letting the 

space itself embrace all who enter with the Spirit’s power. In 

prayer, we embrace one another with God’s love and healing presence, and in sharing the 

peace we use our very bodies to do the embracing with 

handshakes and hugs. Most of all, we recognize all the gifts 

God has poured out on Trinity, making use of them all as we 

gather for worship week after week, season after season, year 

after year.  

 

In this time of discernment, we look forward to sharing our 

worship life and all these gifts with whomever the Holy Spirit 

has in mind to be our next pastor, and also look forward to 

receiving the gifts that new pastor has to offer us! 


