Highlighting God’s Gifts at Trinity
Worship and Music 2: Musical Worship Leaders

There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit,; and there are varieties of services, but the same
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in
everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

— 1 Corinthians 12:4-7

Several weeks ago, we highlighted the Worship and Music Committee, along with
others who support our worship life, like the altar guild, assisting ministers, lectors, and
others. Today, we want to highlight the worship leaders who bring their musical gifts into
play as they help shape our worship.

Back in 2001, the ELCA was beginning the “Renewing Worship” project that
eventually led to the publication of Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Before we talk about
a new hymnal, said the organizers of Renewing Worship, the ELCA needs to talk about
worship itself. What happens when the Christian community gathers for worship? They
published a study document called Principles for Worship that looked at the Christian
assembly and language, music, preaching, worship space, and culture. Within each
section, they stated principles, each of which was followed by applications and
background information. The first three principles in the music section are these:

M-1: God creates music as a part of the whole creation and gives it to humankind to

develop and shape.

M-2: In the church, the primary musical instrument is the human voice, given by God

to sing and proclaim the word of God.

M-3: Music is a communal and relational activity. The assembly is the primary

musical ensemble, and its song is the core of all music in worship.

Look at those statements and think about our worship at
Trinity. Music is a gift from God to the whole of humanity.
It’s not just a gift to professionals, but to all of us. Yes, we
love our organ, piano, bells, and trumpets, but all these
serve to highlight and support the primary instrument of the
human voice. Yes, we love our choirs, but the primary
ensemble is the assembly, the entire group of people who
gather and are bound together by God’s love.

Principles for Worship goes on to talk about how music
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M-7: Music serves the word of God by bearing it in audible patterns and forms.
Music proclaims and illuminates God’s word, helping it resonate in the hearts
and memory of the community and the individual.

M-9: Music in worship carries the assembly’s prayer beyond words alone. Music
shapes, nurtures, and assists the prayer of God’s people.

Music in worship is about proclamation. Just as color
enlivens a blank and white picture, so music enlivens the
spoken words alone. Hymns, anthems, preludes, and
postludes are chosen to blend with prayers and scripture of
that day. The hymn of the day is the assembly’s response to
the sermon, and to put it another way, you might say that the
sermon doesn’t end until the hymn of the day has concluded.

Having taken a look at what music does in worship,
Principles for Worship turns to the people who make the music happen:
M-10: The singing assembly requires leadership.
M-11: Choirs lead, teach, and proclaim within the assembly.
M-17: The assembly is gathered and sent out in song, bearing the witness of Christ to
each other and all they encounter. Through music, the Holy Spirit empowers
the assembly to participate in God’s mission to the world.

Look once more around Trinity’s worship, and you see all kinds of folks offering
leadership to our singing assembly. Our cantors invite the congregation’s responses
during the Kyrie, and offer support to the hymn singing by their leadership from the
front. Our accompanists Dot Janzen, Jeanne Whitenack, and Steve Gustafson, lead our
singing from their keyboards, as well as add depth and beauty through the musical
arrangements they select. Our trumpeter, Richard Gusé, does the same, often playing the
melody to our hymns on the initial stanza, to help the assembly learn the tune, then shifts
to harmonies later in the hymn. Our bells and choir, under the guidance of our director of
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The scriptures are filled with singing and musical worship leaders. Mirriam, Aaron’s
sister, led the singing with her tambourine on the banks of the sea after the Israelite
emerged from slavery in Egypt. “Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.”

After they reached the promised

land and put down roots, it was
through the music of Deborah and
others that they passed the stories
down through the generations and
spread the stories wide to their
neighbors. “To the sound of musicians
at the watering places, there they
repeat the triumphs of the LORD. . . .
Awake, awake, Deborah! Awake,
awake, utter a song!”

David famously played his harp,
and many of the psalms are attributed
to him. A number of the psalms have
headings that speak of Asaph, Korah,
Heman, and Ethan — perhaps

Psalm 150

Praise the LORD! Praise God in his
sanctuary; praise him in his mighty
firmament!

Praise him for his mighty deeds, praise him
according to his surpassing greatness!

Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him
with lute and harp!

Praise him with tambourine and dance;
praise him with strings and pipe!

Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise
him with loud clashing cymbals!

Let everything that breathes praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD!

composers or musicians or conductors
of some kind. When David had the ark of the LORD brought to Jerusalem, the celebration
was led by dozens of musicians playing all kinds of instruments.

When the leaders of Israel were taken into exile, they took their songs with them to
give them hope: “And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” When the exile ended, the prophets urged the people
to rejoice: “Sing to the LORD a new song!” because the LORD is doing a new thing.

Jesus knew the power of singing. In his parable of the Prodigal Son, the return of the
lost younger son is celebrated with singing and dancing. When Jesus and the disciples
celebrated the passover, Matthew tells us that singing was part of the occasion, saying
“When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.”

And in the visions of John in the book of Revelation, music is a central part of the
ultimate victory of God. John saw singing around the throne of God — angels and elders
of the people and the voice of a great multitude — and this vision inspired George
Fredrich Handel’s “Hallelujah” chorus.

May our musical leaders here at Trinity similarly inspire our singing, our service, and
our celebrations of all that God has done, is doing, and will do among us here!



Going and growing as Christ’s Church ALL ARE WELCOME
by being a Welcoming Congregation

that Engages All People of All Ages

— Trinity Mission Statement

As part of the Council’s work, every January (more or
less) they look at our mission statement and come up

with some goals for the coming year, to keep our aa ; “ ‘-1
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2026 that the Council adopted for this year:
2026 Goals

Embraced by God'’s love, Trinity and its members commit themselves during 2026 to:
embrace our renovated spaces
embrace one another as a Trinity community
embrace God’s gifts to Trinity
prepare to embrace a new pastor

The musical worship leaders of Trinity help us recognize and embrace God’s love as it
appears among us. Our renovated spaces and enhanced organ allow for greater beauty in
our music, both congregational songs and ensemble singing. Led by our musical worship
leaders, we discover that

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds singing together binds us closer
everything together in perfect harmony. And let the together as a community. Such
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed singing makes us hungry to
you were called in the one body. And be thankful. sing more, to seek our
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and | additional musical leaders, and
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with to invite others into the singing.
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in And somewhere out there is the
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord | pastor whom God is calling to
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. join the singing here at Trinity,
and he/she is in for a real treat
— Colossians 3:14-17 when the first hymn is sung.




