
 

 

 
 

 

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which 

serves as an image of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s 

death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of God’s love 

poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of 

sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with 

wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know 

the power of his resurrection. 

 

+ GATHERING + 

PRELUDE                                                                                                

WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon 

the earth. 

Amen. 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own 

hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our 

relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call 

to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and 

reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way 

of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 

Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN                         “My Lord of Light”                               ELW 832 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your 

Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do 

them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

+ WORD + 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 5:1-7                                                 

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and 

Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving care, 

the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “rotten grapes” of injustice and distress, when 

fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected.   

PSALM  PSALM 80:7-15 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and planted it. 

9 You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land. 
10 The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering cedar trees by its    
     boughs.   

11 You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river. 
12 Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field have grazed upon           

    it. 

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;  
15 behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted.  

SECOND READING: PHILIPPIANS 3:4b-14                                       back of bulletin                              

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in 

comparison to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The 

power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal 

life with Christ. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

GOSPEL READING                                                        

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their 

plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture. 
 

The holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord.   

Matthew 21:33-46                                                                              back of bulletin 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

SERMON  

HYMN OF THE DAY                     “There in God’s Garden”                         ELW 342  



APOSTLES’ CREED 

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in  Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our  Lord, who  was conceived  by the Holy  

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and  was  buried; he  descended to  the dead.   On  the  third day  he  rose  again;  he  

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to 

judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God 

hears us. 

Following each prayer petition the response will be: 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 

The prayers conclude: 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you 

see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

GREETING OF PEACE 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Worshipers are invited to introduce themselves and greet one another  

with a gesture of peace, saying these or similar words: Peace be with you. 

+ MEAL + 
OFFERING                                                                                                                      

OFFERING HYMN                                                        “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are 

from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 

in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



It is indeed right….we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the way. 

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love and light. 

In every age you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity. The cry 

of the poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted, 

to break bread with the outcast and despised, and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice 

and sin. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the Lord's death 

until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus shall 

return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. Come, Lord Jesus! And let 

the church say, Amen.   Amen. 

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 

with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. Come, Spirit of 

freedom! And let the church say, Amen.   Amen. 

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, rejoicing in 

the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. Through 

him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty 

Father, now and forever.   Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

The meal of the Lord’s Supper is just that – the meal of our Lord. All are welcome at Christ’s table, as 

this is Christ’s meal for Christ’s community. We offer both regular bread and gluten-free bread, and 

also both wine and grape juice. If you would prefer to receive communion at your seat, please let the 

ushers know. 

COMMUNION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By 

your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your 

liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

+ SENDING + 
SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to 

feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist us in this ministry on which we set forth. In your 

love and care, nourish and strength those to whom we bring this sacrament, that through 

the body and blood of your Son we all may know the comfort of your abiding presence. In 

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

BLESSING 

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding 

of the Spirit. Amen. 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

SENDING HYMN                                     “Thine the Amen”                                   ELW 826 

DISMISSAL 

God is here. Spread the word! 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                                                 

                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portions of the liturgy are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, printed by Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted under license No. 23505.  

Additional resources, including the introductory comments for the day and for the scripture readings are from Sundays & Seasons, 

copyright 2023, Augsburg Fortress.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


